JUDGING GUIDELINES

FÉDÉRATION QUÉBÉCOISE POUR LE SAUMON ATLANTIQUE (FQSA)

SALMON FLY TYING INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP

The announcement of the results of the FQSA Salmon Fly Tying International Championship can be an intensely gratifying or frustrating time for contenders. Whatever the case may be, the diligence that the judges bring to the task of choosing winning entries cannot be overstated.

The competition's panel of judges is composed of well‑known experts in the world of salmon fly tying. They adhere mercilessly to a set of very strict guidelines in completing the task at hand.  To familiarize participants with the structure of the Championship, the following represents a guide to the rules governing the judging of flies entered in the competition.
1.
RULES AND PROCEDURE FOR JUDGING FLIES

Judging of flies is completed in three steps. Step one involves the pre-selection of finalists among entries in each category. These flies are then thoroughly examined and evaluated by means of a grading checklist. Finally, the Secretary compiles the results as recorded on scorecards. The Chief Judge announces the results to the members of the jury at the end of the proceedings. 
1.1.
 REGISTRATION AND PREPARATION OF FLIES FOR THE COMPETITION

Flies submitted for the Championship are identified by a registration number written on a tag and known only to the Secretary. They are then placed in separate boxes for each category of the competition, which serves as a means of closely examining the flies during the judging process. The name, number, and creator of each fly are recorded on a form completed by the Secretary.  Any fly incorporating a hook which does not conform to the rules of the Championship is automatically disqualified.

1.2
PRESELECTION OF FINALISTS

At the beginning of proceedings, judges complete a preliminary selection of ten or more finalists, by means of a brief, visual examination of entries.  Each judge records the number of each of the flies that have particularly caught his or her attention in each of the Competition's categories.  The ten flies that receive the most votes among the judges make up the finalists.  With regards to the Original-Design category, the Secretary completes an initial reading of the accompanying notes supporting the design of each of the flies in the competition.

1.3
 GRADING CHECKLIST CRITERIA

Once all finalists have been unanimously approved by the jury, judges carefully examine each fly using a grading table. Table 1 provides a description of the criteria and scorekeeping fractionation (based on 100%) used in the evaluation of entrants.  It should be noted that “Respect of Materials” is reserved for Prescribed Patterns and that “Originality of Creation” applies only to flies in the categories of Original-Design categories.

1.3.1 RESPECT OF MATERIALS AND CONFORMITY
Flies entered in the Prescribed Patterns category should adhere as closely as possible to required materials as dictated in the dressing of the fly.  Evaluation of this criterion is based on the regulations guide prepared and issued by the FQSA for each Championship. A maximum of 10 points are awarded.

For its part, Conformity is also limited to Prescribed Patterns and is exclusive of rules governing the use of non-prescribed hooks, which lead to disqualification. Non‑respect of the dressing requirements (e.g., use of wrong colour) are instances of non‑conformity. A maximum of 5 points are awarded for this criterion. 
Note: For Spey type creations, we ask creators to stay close to tradition by ensuring that wing length does not exceed the hook bend.  

1.3.2
TYING TECHNIQUE

This criterion serves as a means of evaluating the mastery and technical skill of a competitor. Tying precision is of utmost importance in this section and demonstrates the experience of the dresser. Examples include secondary wings placed on either side of the main wings showing marked asymmetry, ungainly humps on the floss or tinsel body, or the use of glue in joining tail and topping, resulting in a deduction of points. In this section, a maximum of 55 points are awarded for Prescribed Patterns and 15 points for Original Designs.
1.3.3
AESTHETIC AND PROPORTIONS

These criteria refer to an evaluation of the balance among the various components of a Prescribed Pattern (e.g., tying compactness, balance between the length and height of wings, the size of the head in relation to the body, etc.)

Since these criteria may reflect the personal artistic preferences of individual judges, it is suggested that attention be focussed only on the aesthetic character and adherence to balanced proportions and to give free rein to translating style preferences (artistic character) into points only in the section relating to general appearance of the fly. Aesthetic and proportions remain indelibly intertwined.  
Style, for its part, depends to a certain extent on the proportions used by the artisan in dressing his fly.  For instance, some like to extend the height of the wings well above the shank of the hook (giving increased volume to the wings), while for others moderation is the rule of day, the wings being no higher than the size of the hook gap.

These variations in technique are a good illustration of the differences in style of individual tyers.  At the same time, a fly whose wings are very high but too short, for example, gives the illusion of a certain “heaviness” and in this sense, would certainly lack aesthetic character. 
Aesthetic in this case is a question of balance: Volume of the throat in relation to the size of the wings; length of the wings compared to their height; thickness of the head in relation to the volume of the overall dressing, etc. A maximum of 15 points are awarded (Table 1). 

1.3.4
GENERAL APPEARANCE

Contrary to the previous sub-sections in which each of the components is more or less evaluated individually in a technical and objective manner, this section allows the judge to establish his overall impression of the fly. 

Thus, it is the most subjective of the sections in terms of judging, where artistic aspects of competing flies are noted. As well, it is the point at which judges have an increased opportunity to express their individual style preferences.  A maximum of 15 points are awarded in this section for Original Designs and Prescribed Patterns.

1.3.5
COMPLEXITY 

Complexity is applicable only to Original Designs.  As such, the larger the difficulty co‑efficient in a fly (e.g., wings combining several components), the more points will be awarded.  We would suggest that the Jock Scott be used as a barometer for determining the maximum number of components in the dressing of a fly, although some creations exceed this level of complexity.  A maximum of 15 points are awarded in this section.

1.3.6
NEW TECHNIQUES AND ORIGINALITY OF A CREATION

Applicable only to Original Designs, this section evaluates entries on their use of new techniques and the originality of the design (ingenuity and use of new materials). Points in this section are awarded in two portions (15%, 30%) for each of these criteria. A maximum of 45 points are awarded in this section, for Feather wing, Hair wing and Spey type flies.

1.3.7
RESPECT OF THEME

This section applies to Original Designs and is aimed at evaluating the correspondence between the name of the fly, the accompanying notes supporting its design and the thematic framework of the competition. A maximum of 10 pints 
1.4
ANALYSIS OF SCORECARDS

Once each judge has completed his evaluation of a fly, he hands in the scorecard pertaining to that fly to the Chief Judge, who assures that it is filled out correctly.

The Secretary adds up the total points awarded to each competing fly and then ranks each one between one and a number representing the total number of finalists being graded.  After all evaluation sheets have been handed in, the Secretary calculates the ranking for each fly in the competition, the lowest ranking numbers determining the winners.  

Finally, the Chief Judge submits the results of the ranking to the panel of judges.  Should there be any disagreement, he will call for a review of the evaluation process.  Once the results have been adopted by the panel, they are issued by the Secretary.

	TABLE 1

Criteria and Allocation of Points by Category

Salmon Fly Tying International Championship



	Criterion
	Original Designs 

	Prescribed patterns

	Respect of Materials, Conformity
	N/A
	15

	Tying Technique
	15
	55

	Aesthetic and Proportions
	N/A
	15

	General Appearance
	15
	15

	Complexity
	15
	N/A

	New Techniques
	15
	N/A

	Originality of Design
	30
	N/A

	Respect of Theme
	10
	N/A

	TOTAL
	100
	100
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